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1. Wheress the Soviet Union's strategic objective remaine unchenged, namely to
bring West Germany and ultirmately =211 of Burope under its sway, tho speed of
Wesh Germeny's recovery, its growing independence, and its immunity to Coue
mmist threats and blandishments must now have convinead the Russiang that
they cannot destroy the West German stote by mcihods short of war.,

R A ghift in emphasis 13 to be observad in recent Commmi et propagendss the
gtross 1s less on American imperislism ond more on Cermen imperiziism, Walter
Ulbricht, in his spesch to the SED Party Conference on 12 Jume 1951, stated
that Gerran imperialism is a foree of far reaching indepondence, which pow
has & programme of its own, backed up by economic, militery, and political
power. Commmist spdiesmem keep repeating the threat that West Gorman resrms-
ment means war, since the Soviet Union sees a deadly mensece to its security in
the revival of German nilitsry power under Western auspices. Underlying this
anwiety is the belief that the efficacy of the Atlantic Pact hinges on the
successful harnessing of Germun war potential,

3. German militarism may be expected to glly iteelf with Germen irredentism,
with a congequent danger to ‘the status now exigting In asstern and southesstern
Burope. lMayor Ernst Reuter's address of © Augusi, aluhou,gn it specifically
disavowed any military crusade to regain the lost territories in the east,
cleorly expressed the refusal of the Germens %o accept indefinitely the territorial
status quo in eastern Europe. If the Americans sponsored German irredentism
ag well as a German army, the Russians would be convinced that a war of aggres—
sion apgainst the Soviet Union would surely follow sooner or lster.

4. Thus the predictions of the inevitability of war once Germany haz a natiownal
arry ~re not nocegsarily an ompty threat, but may reflect a Kremlin decision
to conglder a German arrmy, at sowe stage of it: development, as a casus belll. .
On the other hand, the complete integration of German contingents in an Atlantie
Pact army might be viewed with more equanininmity. In any case, the Kremlin will
wish to forestall the possibility of sggression by the West spearheaded by
Gerrans, oven if this involves resorting to open warfare.

5, In this connsction it may be noted that there has been rmeh discussion lately

by Commmist theorsticians of lenin's doctrine of the just and unjust war. Special
attention is pald to the theoretical justification for a revolubdonary war of
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liberation begun by the USSR but caused by the ncuessity of repelling
eapitalist encirclement and "corresponding to the requirenent of the
further development of society",

On the whole, it seems unlikely that the Politbureau is anxious to
start a preventive war or that such a war would “e supported by public
opinion in the U.5.5.R., in so far as a public dpinion may be said to
exist there. At the same time, however, the Pulitlureau's fear of
Wgpgression” is germine, and the revival of unvontrolled German
militarism, especially the creation of a Gem:en Geperal Staff, would
give rise to great alarm and furnish a strong argument that the Soviet
Union was in mortal danger. Jt would also weld the satellits orbit
into a solid phalanx against the West much mnre effectively than
Soviet terror and coercion have been able tc do. The Kremlin's
campaign against the rearmament of Vest Gernany clearly reveals that
the Soviet Union's chief concern is with the dynsmic character of
German imperialism, which would inject a nev vigor into the relatively
static alliance now existing under the Atlartie Pact.
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